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ELQQR DEBATE

The Legis la tur e has in s t i t u t e d  that and it's our respo n s i b i l i t y  
to pa y  for the appeals that go to dis t r i c t  court for that. For 
three years, the Att o r n e y  G e n e r a l  di d  those appeals in d istrict 
court under a grant from the federal government. That grant 
went away. The At t o r n e y  G e n e r a l  ha d  turn e d  that over to county 
a t t o r n e y s  and the county attorneys saw it as a b u r d e n  and at 
least some of t hem h ave called to be p a i d  for that. There was a 
court case that said that att o r n e y  g e n . . .that was no t  a part of 
the a t t o r n e y ... of the coun t y  attorneys' dut i e s  so that they 
sho u l d  be reimbursed. Thus, we h ave 42 claims on ALRs this 
year. As of this point, it's only March, we h ave 35 for this 
n ext y ear on the books. We pu t  in a bill, LB 1041, to the 
Appro p r i a t i o n s  Commi t t e e  to assign these A LRs to the A ttorney 
Gener a l ' s  Office. That wasn ' t  a d vanced b ut I'll be b ack next 
y ear to do that. I think t hat it's...if w e ' r e  g o i n g  to have 
ALRs we n e e d  to m ake sure that it follows the track where the 
state is r e s ponsible all the w a y  through. W i t h  that, that's my 
o p e ning for the committee a m e n dments in the bill.

S P E AKER KRISTENSEN: We're n o w  d e b a t i n g  the ad o p t i o n  of the
c ommittee amendment. Senator Beutler.

S E N ATOR BEUTLER: Senator Kristensen, m e m b e r s  of the
Legislature, Senator Connealy, if I could ask you a few 
q u e s t i o n s .

SE N A TO R C O N N E A L Y : Y e s .

SE N A TO R BEUTLER: I want to d i r e c t  your atten t i o n  towards these,
ho w  many, twenty-some, thir t y - s o m e  claims in h ere from county 
attorneys relating to these appeal fees.

SENATOR CONNEALY: Forty-two.

SENATOR BEUTLERs Forty-two, okay. First of all, just to talk 
about the scale of a problem, I'd like to get your und e r s t a n d i n g  
of the scale of the problem. We have 42 claims h ere  so far that 
cumula t i v e l y  are about h ow m uch money?

SENATOR CONNEALY: It's $14,000, about.


